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AASU community comes together for holiday giving

University Police
respond to possible
stalking

By F. Reese Shellman III
copy.inkwell@gmail.com

By Kristen Powell
Senior News Reporter

A complainant called Uni
versity Police to the Lane
Library at 4:46 p.m. Dec.
4 reporting that someone
was following her through
the building, and she'did
not want to leave while the
man was still there. While
Officer Crystal Simmons
escorted the complainant
out of the library to her
residence, the complainant
pointed out the man she be
lieved had been following
her. He was running across
the lawn area toward the
Sports Center parking lot.
According to the report,
University Police was un
able to apprehend the un
identified male, but they
have a possible license plate
number for the vehicle in
which he drove away.
A student reported Oct.
28 that his Verizon LG cell
phone was taken from his
room and that he informed
his mother that he had
purchased a new phone.
However, he reported Nov.
29 that his parents had re
ceived a $418.17 bill Nov.
26 for the stolen phone.
The student also report
ed that various items were
taken from his room over
the last few months, includ
ing food, toiletries, kitchen
utensils and dishware.

SGA holds final
meeting of 2010
By Brad Curran
Staff Reporter

The Student GovernmentAs
sociation held their final meet
ing of the year on Dec. 6. At the
meeting the SGA bestowed the
Senator of the Month award
on the selectedsenators for the
months of November an d De
cember, as well as the award
for Senator of the Semester.
The recipients of the Sena
tor of the Month award for
November were Senators Gulianna Calvo, Meghan Hambree,
Talitha Calhoun, Chelsea Jack
son, Garrett Austin and Domi
nique Hardy. For the month
of December, t he award went
to Senators Temberly Mitch
ell and Kwame Phillips. Sena
tors Mitchell, Calvo and Phil
lips were also the recipients of
the Senator of thfe Semester
award.
Other business at the meet
ing includedestablishing a new
policy for campus smoking
stations, operating in accor
dance with the policy enacted
throughout Savannah as of
Jan. 1. The policy will restrict,
the use of all tobacco products
on or around campus to a min
imum distance of t o feet from
all outside entrances, open
windows a nd other means of
building ventilation. This effort
is to reduce to a minimum ex
posure to second-hand smoke
by non-smoking students, fac
ulty and university employees.
The SGA scheduled the first
meeting of 2011 for Jan . 10 at
noon.

Check Inside
Editorial: Freedom of
knowledge needed in

On a brisk December after
noon members of the AASU
community came together
for an annual holiday gather
ing centered on outreach. The
event kicked off with a treeplanting ceremony. Phillip
Schretter of Plant Operations,
President Linda Bleicken and
her husband Carl participated
in the planting ceremony.
AASU staff planted a bur
oak as a gift from Bleicken
and her family tothe universi
ty While the tree issmall now,
Schretter said that the bur
oak is one of the fastest grow
ing in the genus and can grow
up to 120 feet, but will likely
be closer to 80 feet. Schetter
said that the tree traveled all
across the Southeast to get to
AASU, but he was proud to
have it.
"We didn't have any exam
ples of t his particular species
on campus." Schretter said.
Last year Bleicken had
an elegant maple planted.
Schretter and Bleicken joked
about the size of last year's
tree in comparison with the
oak planted this year. Schret
ter said that you'd be able to
see a difference in size by the
end of next summer.
"Next summer we should
bring our picnic baskets?"
Bleicken asked jokingly.
After Schretter described
the choice of the tree and
its characteristics, Bleicken
thanked AASU for a wonder
ful 75th year.
"It's been a great year what a wonderful 75th year,"
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Correction:
A pho to in an article about a vinyl
trade show on page 6 in last week was
taken by Sean Bullock. It was incorrectly
attributed.
Also in last week's issue, the top story

Photos courtesy of Katherine Arntzen Marketing ^Communications
Phillip Schretter of Plant Operations (left), President Linda Bleicken and her husband Carl Bleicken stand next
to the bur oak tfiat was planted during this year's holiday gathering. The tree Is located on the east side of
the Student Union.

Bleicken said.
After a chilly tr ee-planting
the event moved into the Sa
vannah Ballroom, where the
staff geared up to donate the
toys and food they had ac
cumulated to charities. The
warmer location was filled
with the inviting smell offood
and sounds of laughter.
Suzanne Ansley, the annual
fund coordinator in AASU's
Office of Advancement, said
that the donations represent
ed the university's commit
ment to the community.
"Armstrong significantly
impacts the community, es
pecially this time of year," she
said.
Faculty, staff and students
mingled during the recep
tion while snacking on food
provided by Indulge Cater

ing, the university's catering
service.
The menu consisted of Ken
tucky fried Christmas nug
gets, baked brie with honey
and rosemary, roasted nuts,
cinpamon pumpkin wontons
with whipped cream, creamy
artichoke dip with toasted
baquette slices and assorted
Christmas cookies. Beverages
included cranberry punch,
apple cider and coffee com
plete with flavored sjTups.
The event brought a close
to the semester and rang in
the holiday season with AASU
presenting donations to two
charity groups.
Sgf. Jeffrey Radcliff of the
Marine Corps and Petty Of
ficer Chad Doud were present
to accept the donation to Toys
for Tots and the Salvation

Army. Radcliff participated in
collecting donations for last
year, too. He said this year
was record-breaking for the
organization by raising over
20,000 toys and $20,000 for
Toys for Tots.
SGA Senator Kwame Phil
lips and ViceChair of the Staff
Advisory Council Mario Incorvaia presented the toys to
Radcliff on behalf of their re
spective organizations. Karen
Franklin, an AASU alumna,
accepted the canned food do
nations for Second Harvest.
Bleicken stressed during
the event that reaching out to
the community shows AAS U's
local commitments.
"It's the time of year to re
member those who need us,"
Bleicken said.

Students relax, unwind at Stress Free Day
By Brittany Redding

With final
papers, ex
ams and presentations just
around the corner and the
end of the semester draw
ing near, it's only natural
that students are stressed
out. The Student Recreation
Center organized Stress Free
Day to help students unwind.
The event was held Dec. 1 in
the Rec Center.
Soothing music greeted
students as they entered the
dimly lit gym. Three profes
sional massage therapists
gave students 10-minute
massages. Staff offered the
students healthy snacks like
fruit, pretzels and nuts along
with fruit punch throughout
the day. Students sat on pil
lows on the floor or in chairs
enjoying their snacks and
the ambiance while they
waited for their names to be
called for a massage.
Demark Manigo, a fitness
instructor for the Rec Cen
ter, waited by the massage
sign-up table.
"I feel it's important for
students to do this because
you need to de-stress," he
said. "To unwind and take
some 'R and R' is pivotal."
Manigo said that relieving
stress is a healthy practice
that students should begin
early.
"If you start in college, you
can carry it on into the real
world," he said.
The massage therapists

worked muscles in the stu
dents' necks, backs, thighs
and calves. The students got
up from the massage tables
looking like they could fall
asleep. It's no wonder that
the sign-up list filled quick
lySophomore Caitlin Mc-

The Rec Center also pro
vided shopping therapy and
a chance for students to
pamper themselves through
Mary Kay and HandPicked
booths. HandPicked is a
jewelry store located next to
Fresh Market in Savannah
and has come to Stress Free

Stress Free Day for the past
few years because she knows
what it is like to be stressed
at the end of the semester.
She is an early childhood
education major at AASU
with a job and other respon
sibilities to deal with on top
of school.

Photo by Andrea Cervone
Massage therapist Todd Carter helps treats students to free massages at Stress Free Day in the Student Rec
reation Center on Dec. 1.

Neill enjoyed a massage af
ter her class. McNeill appre
ciated the Stress Free Day
because she knows the im
portance of stress relief.
"It's important to destress because stress wears
you out," she said. "Being
stressed has negative effects
on your life."

Day for the past three years.
Barbara Reynolds, an in
dependent Mary Kay sales
representative, manned the
Mary Kay booth. Her table
was covered in body lotions,
shower gels and perfumes
for students to try and pur
chase.
Reynolds has come to

"We get so caught up with
school, work, exams and
such. Sometimes we forget
to take time out for our
selves," she said, adding that
beauty products can provide
students with a means to
pamper themselves.

STRESS! P AGE 3

on page 7 was incorrectly attributed. The
story was written by Ashley Weil.

Campus Briefs
University Bookstore
buybacks and more

Graduating seniors can pick up
their caps and gowns from the
bookstore during normal hours
through Dec. 10.
The bookstore will hold book
buy back through Dec.15.The
bookstore will also be buying back
T1-83 calculators for $55. Students
must bring the cable, cover and
manual.
Buyback hours will be as follows:
Dec.9-10 8:30a.m.-4p.m.
Dec. 11 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Dec. 13-15 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Dec. 13 Bookstore Credit Open

AASU awards $37,204 in
science scholarships in fall

2010

The University System of Georgia
selected 22 students to receive
scholarships as part of the Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics Initiative. Those
receiving scholarships were
chosen from a group of applicants
majoring in biology, chemistry,
computer science, information
technology, mathematic and
physio.
AASU students received a total of
$37,204 in scholarships as part of
a $483,760 grant that was given
to the university from the National
Science Foundation in 2007.
The scholarships are $1,700
per student on average. The
scholarships can be used to cover
tuition, books and other education
related fees.
To be eligible for the scholarships,
students must maintain a 2.7
overall GPA and be involved in
extracurricular activities relevant to
their major.
The 2010-11 STEM scholars are:
Whitney Clay, Cody Henson,
Scot Kelly, Aisha Khan and Robin
Muldrow in biology; Elizabeth
Bates, Ryan Calton, Erica Cooper,
Misti Gurley, Rodmond Singleton
and Laura Wright in chemistry;
Gabriel Loewen and Simon
Young in computer science;
LaWayne DaCosta, John Davis,
Muona Malola, Lisa McColgan,
Laura Walden and Kevin Willett
in information technology; and
Rachel Greene, Shannon Harper
and Keenan Lee in mathematiG.

Page 2 | News

Week of December 9,2010

The Inkwell
Dec. 9-14: Final exams
Dec. 11: Winter commencement at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. in the Alumni Arena
Dec. 15: Last day to register for spring classes

Students Affairs serves up late-night breakfast

rhotos by Anarea Cervone
AASU s tudents, got the chance to express their creative side while making Christmas cards during the late-night breakfast on Dec. 6.

The prospect of latenight starch and protein
charged the crowd.
Freshman Heather Sut
The Galley opened its
doors at 10 p.m. to provide ton said she was excited to
students with a late-night attend the event.
"I'll take bacon, pancakes
breakfast on Dec. 6. The
Division of Student Affairs - whatever they have," she
threw the shindig that in said. "I love breakfast."
Members of Student
cluded games and a movie
to help relieve the students Affairs and the Student
of the stress of their finals Government Association
and also celebrate the holi swiped students' Pirate
days. The staff also handed Cards as they filed into the
out complimentary slate- cafeteria. The staff kept a
topped coasters depict tally of the cards that they
ing the concept art of the swiped, and when the tal
Student Union to students ly hit 275, they closed the
doors. Whenever students
who wanted them.

By F. Reese Shellman III
copy.inkwell@gmail.com

left, the staff let that many waffles.
While the galley served
students into the Galley.
meals,
some students en
For two hours, the Gal
joyed
themselves away
ley served fevery hungry
student that could take from the food. Student
time out from studying Affairs ' scattered games
to attend. By the end of like Battleship and Uno
the event, the Galley had throughout the Student
served more than 500 stu Union so students could
stay engaged with one an
dents.
Student Affairs and vol other while waiting for
unteers assisted the Galley their evening meals.
The staff also set up
staff in dishing out meals
that did not stop until the rooms where the more cre
last student got his or her atively inclined students
fill. The menu consisted could create Christmas
of eggs, bacon, grits, hash cards ill children.
"I am pumped and ec
browns, biscuits, French
toast sticks, cereal and static and off my rocker,"

student Jordan Balke said Christmas carols during
while waiting on the event the movie's finale.
Sam Axley, the associ
to begin.
After the cafeteria closed ate director of Recreation
at midnight, the crowd and Wellness, helped co
moved upstairs to the ordinate the event. He said
ballroom. There the staff that he would like to see
played the holiday movie it become a tradition at
"Elf" on three large projec AASU.
"We'd love to do it again
tion screens hung from the
ceiling. More than 100 stu in the future."
dents spread themselves
Check out the back
across the floor, reclining
page to more of
with blankets and pillows.
The movie got the crowd The Inkwell's photo
into the spirit of the holi coverage of the latedays. In the early hours
of the morning, the crowd night breakfast.
even sang along with the

K

HOLA scholarship workshop informs students
By Erica Archangel

Hispanic Outreach and
Leadership at Armstrong
hosted its third-annual
scholarship workshop in
the Ogeechee Theatre on
Dec. 4 from 8:30 a. m. to
12:30 p. m.
The presentation taught
students how to plan, re
search and apply for finan
cial aid and scholarships.
Melody Rodriguez, direc
tor of HOLA, led the meet
ing, while HOLA member
Andrea Huisa assisted with
a power point presentation.
"The workshop is geared
to serve minority students
- Latinos in particular but the information is use
ful for all minorities here
at Armstrong," Rodriguez
said.
Rodriguez covered an ex
tensive amount of informa
tion, including the process
of applying for financial
aid, how to organize the
scholarship search and ap
plication processes and how
to further reduce the cost of
attending college.
Information included the
types of aid available for
undocumented
students,
scholarship sources for La
tinos such as the Hispan

ic Scholarship Fund and
sources targeting all mi
nority students such as the
Gates Millennium Scholar
ship.
A total of 20 people at
tended the presentation,
with many minorities rep
resented in the audience
including Hispanic, Afri
can-American and Asian
students.
HOLA provided favors
and food to those in atten
dance. Parents and students
received the Path to Schol
arships guide book and
CD, a scholarship planning
portfolio and a notepad.
The
complimentary
breakfast consisted of cof
fee and doughnuts.
Liberal arts major Raina
Brown, who aspires to be
a social worker, sat in on
the meeting to learn about
relevant scholarships, since
AASU does not offer a ma
jor specifically for social
work.
"I always have a hard
time finding something
within my field," Brown
said. "I found out that there
, are a lot of scholarships
out there that are not only
based on your GPA but on
other things, too."
After hearing Brown's

situation, Rodriguez ex
plained the angles that
Brown should look for while
searching for scholarships.
"Think of service career
scholarships, or just the
plain college ones," Rodri
guez said. "If you're a first
generation graduate, go for
those, too."
Brown said she also ben
efitted from the workshop's
detailed lessons on how to
write an effective scholar
ship essay.
"The single most help
ful thing that I learned was
the way to write a great es
say," Brown said. "I always
thought about why I never
got a scholarship, and now
I see why. It's because it re
ally matters what you write.
Your essay gets you the
scholarship."
Brian Olivares, soccer
enthusiast and full-time,
working
student,
also
gained valuable insight
from the workshop.
Olivares said he wants to
transfer to AASU's nurs
ing program from Savan
nah Tech. When his parents
heard about the scholar
ship meeting while touring
AASU, Olivares decided to
find out how to help pay for
his educational costs.

AASU P rofessor Melody Rodriguez assists students with scholarship applications at the annual scholarship
workshop on Saturday, Dec. 4, in the Ogeechee Theater.

"The scholarship web
sites and resources were re
ally helpful," Olivares said.
"It's also good to know that
there are scholarships out
there for everyone. I'm def
initely going to do research
and start applying."
Sophomore Brenda Mey
er said she accomplished
two things in attending.
She learned about scholar
ship information for both

herself and her son, a rising
senior in high school.
"The slide show was spot
on. It was one of the best
presentations I've seen here
on campus," Meyer said.
Meyer said she found the
presentation not only infor
mative, but also reassuring.
"It took away the fear of
looking because search
ing for a scholarship can
be overwhelming," Meyer

said. "But there is a lot of
free money out there, so
why not try to pursue it?"
For students seeking
help with financial aid or
scholarship planning, Ro
driguez extends an offer of
assistance to all students on
campus. Contact her for an
appointment at melody.rodriguez@armstrong.edu or
912-344-2652.

Do you take awesome photos?
Wanna get paid for'em?

THE INKWELL

Whether it's crazy action shots at a Lady Pirates' basketball
game or coverage of the latest AASU construction project, we
need excited, personable staff photographers.*

E-mail photo.inkwell@gmail.com
'To get paid for photos by The Inkwell, you must be staff on assignment. Unsolicited submissions are accepted but unpaid
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Liberty Center Day proves successful
By Joselynn McKenna
Staff Reporter

Campus
Voices|on Campus

Where we ask
you what you think.

Reported by Andrea Cervone
Photography Editor
photo.inkwell@gmail.com

What is your favorite holidayfood?

AASU's Liberty Center
Day drew more than half
of the Hinesville capmus's
450 students on Wednes
day, Dec. 1. Students, along
with staff and faculty, cele
brated the Liberty Center's
success with several musi
cal chair style cakewalks,
door prizes, vendor give
aways and plenty of free
food.
"It's a mini-version of
Celebrate Armstrong Day
for the Liberty Center stu
dents," Interim Director
Pete Mastopoulos said. "A
lot of the students who do
take classes only at the Lib
erty Center don't travel to
Photo by Joselynn McKenna
the main campus - don't Jarvis Evans gets a demonstration from Officer Tony Johnson on how to use the Bullex fire extinguisher simulator at •
have much interaction with the Liberty Center on Dec. 1. University Police demonstrated this comprehensive technology during AASU's Liberty
the main campus - and so Center Day.
we try to have something It's more convenient with were representatives from of their quick skills, while
here to celebrate them and my work schedule and my the front office, the Student others took a bit longer to
our commitment to student other priorities," Evans Success Center, Wells Far catch on.
success."
said. "After I graduate, go and University Police.
"Probably 50 percent
Despite the slight chill hopefully I can get in my ca
Officers Tony Johnson know how to use it, but a
in the air, a steady stream reer and pursue my dreams and Erica Koreno of the lot of them have never even
of s tudents flowed through from Armstrong. With Ms. University Police brought put their hands on one be
the outdoor event before, Brenda's help, and every the Bullex Fire Extinguish fore," Johnson said.
between and after classes.
one else's help, I'm making er Simulator with them.
In addition to being an of
"It's been an excellent success."
The simulator provided a ficer with University Police,
day," Mastopoulos said.
Degree program assis great amount of entertain Johnson is also a captain at
"Yesterday it appeared that tant Brenda Douglas, or ment for attendees while the Savannah Fire Depart
it was going to be a rainy "Ms. Brenda," has worked also teaching them valu ment, where he served for
and cold day, but the sun at AASU's Liberty Center able safety skills that some more than 12 years.
came out, and it's turned since its opening 13 years knew very little about be
Other
entertainment
out to be a beautiful day."
ago. She has been a part fore the event.
came primarily in the form
Jarvis Evans, an infor of Liberty Center Day each
"It shows you how to use of prize giveaways and triv
mation technology major year and said there were a fire extinguisher," John ia challenges, in which stu
at the Liberty Center, was many changes this year.
son said. "It's got three dif dents tested their knowl
one of many students who
• "We didn't have vendors ferent levels: class A, c lass edge of the university as
participated in the day's the last time we did it," B, and class C fires."
well as some mathematical
events. Evans, like many Douglas said. "This time
An electronic screen trivia provided by the Lib
other students said he ap we got the bookstore to simulates flames while par erty Center's math tutor.
preciates the opportunity come down and career ser ticipants aim the faux fire
The event was a success,
to take classes at a local vices and the alumni. We extinguisher in an attempt according to Mastopoulos,
satellite campus.
didn't have that before."
to put out the fire. Some surpassing the center's ex
"It's actually a big help.
Along with those vendors were successful, boasting pectations.

"Chicken dressing because my mom
makes the best, and no one can
make it better."

"Pecan pie—-it's chunky goodness
that melts in your mouth."
Ian Anderson, criminal justice,
junior

Dale Barron, physical therapy
freshman

"My dad's cheesy mashed
potatoes because they're
absolutely delicious."

"Turkey because it's awesome."
Gareth Moulton, radiology,
' junior

Katrina Amsara, nursing,
senior

STRESS| FROM PAGE 1 to relax and unwind during

Sophorqpre Jessica Arm
strong found the Stress Free
Day very helpful.
"My massage was very re
laxing, and the ladies from
Handpicked and Mary Kay
were very informative," she
said. "It was great shopping
therapy."
Armstrong said she was
grateful for the opportunity

this hectic point in the se
mester. She recognizes the
problems that arise when
students are too stressed.
"Accidents happen when
people are stressed. It's
harder to concentrate on
things like tests when you're
stressed." Armstrong said.
"That's how mistakes are
made."

We Buy and Sell Textbooks Every Day!!
We ALWAYS sell
AASU textbooks
for LESS and we
Buyback for
MORE !!
We LOVE to SAVE
you MONEY!
We are located right across the street from the main AASU c3™™"0
and next door to the Huddle House.

Textbook Brokers
13015 Abercorn St. Ste D-l
Savannah GA 31419
(912) 349 - 0341

Financial
Aid!

Find us on Facebook @ Textbook Brokers -Armstrong Atlantic
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The Inkwell welcomes and invites letters to the editor. All submissions must be less than 350 words, and they must be
signed. E-mail your submission to chief.inkwell@gmail.com.
Opinions expressed in op/ed columns or in editorial cartoons do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the newspaper.
The Inkwell reserves the right to edit for grammar and spelling.

Freedom of knowledge needed in free society
The Inkwell Editorial Board

In the weeks since Than ks
giving, Julian Assange has
been cast as public enemy No.
1. Outcry against the Austra
lian national erupted after his
whistle-blowing organization,
WikiLeaks, published a slew
of classif ied State Department
cables shedding light on ques
tionable foreign policy issues.
The documents, numbering
in the hundreds of thousands,
included directives asking U.S.
diplomats and other State De
partment employees to gather
personal information about
foreign dignitaries.
Included in the documents
were insulting comments made
about foreign heads of state
and the revelation of treatyviolating - and law-breaking
- practices, such as spying on
diplomats at meetings of the
United Nations in New York.
Since publishing the cables
late last month, Assange has
been in thefigurative crosshairs
of prominent politicians and
the American public.
On Tuesday, the embattled
WikiLeaks founder was arrest
ed in England on a Swedish ex
tradition warrant pertaining to
alleged sex offenses. Assange's
lawyers maintain the charges
are an attempt to discredit his
character.
Whether the charges stick is
yet to be seen, but the notion
that powers-at-be are trying
to mar Assange's public image
isn't that far-fetched.
Former vice presidential
candidate Sarah Palm said As

sange deserved to be hunted
like Osama Bin Laden, and The
Washington Times printed a
column calling for Assange's
execution.
Even the President, who
campaigned ardently on gov
ernment transparency, de
cried WikiLeaks' publishing of
"classified" St ate Department
cables.
The American public, for
the most part, seems to have
jumped on the witch-hunting
bandwagon.
And truly, that anger isn't
entirely misdirected. The pub
lication of the leaked cables
compromised the security of
individual persons and, to a
certain degree, put national se
curity at risk.
Nonetheless, Assange broke
a story.
Diplomatic gossip aside,
WikiLeaks exposed a mas
sive security flaw in the way
the United States government
transmits top-secret informa
tion. This was a legitimate act
of journalism. It was not st ory
created from spite but a desire
for accountability.
When criminals break the
law, we expect them to be sent
to prison.
When nations breqk the law,
we expect them to reform.
The State Department cables
were supposedly pulled from
the Secret Internet Protocol
Router Network, or SPIRNET,
a hypothetically secure private
internet used by the military
and the State Department.
In an "All Things Consid
ered" story on Nov. 29, NPR
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News correspondent Martin
Kaste repo rted that clearance
to SPIRNET was expanded
after 9/11 on the belief that
inter-agency information shar
ing would abet the detection of
terrorist activity. It's now esti
mated, Kaste said, that more
than two million military and
civilian personnel have access
to SPIRNET.
A network accessible by two
million people is not secure.
There's no feasible way to po
lice the flow of information
through so many eyes. It was
inevitable that this "top-secret"
conduit would spring a leak,
and the government'sfailure to
recognize such a security crater
is nothing short of irrespon
sible.
It's not believed that
Asasange and crew hacked
into SPIRNET, but rather that
the cables were provided to
WikiLeaks by someone who
had access to the network.
That shouldn't happen. We
trust our government to keep
us safe, and allowing for such
damning documents tofall into
the hands of a trigger-happy
publisher like Assange endan
gered American lives.
That's a story that deserves
breaking.
But our government at
tempts to sway public opinion
away from that revelation. Last
week, members of the Senate
Intelligence Committee called
for Assange's prosecution un
der the Espionage Act. To suc
cessfully do so would require
proof that Assange aimed to
deliberately harm the United

Photo courtesy of Jens Buettner/Abaca Press/MCT

States by publishing t he State
Department cables.
If this scenariosounds some
what familiar, it's because our
nation hasbeen down this road
before.
Nearly 40 years ago, The
New York Times began print
ing portions of classified gov
ernment documents detailing
American policy in Vietnam.
The press dubbed the docu
ments the Pentagon Papers,
and they shed light on govern
ment deception regarding the
Vietnam War. Other newspa
pers followed suit, and the Nix
on Administration lobbied the
Supreme Court to put astop to
the publishing of the Pentagon
Papers on the grounds of na 
tional security.
The Supreme Court upheld
the First Amendment, ruling
that the government had no

authority to halt the publica
tion of state secretsbarring that
information would have direct
and irreparable damage to the
United States or its citizens.
The court did, however,
opine that journalists could be
prosecuted under the Espio
nage Act after the publication
of state secrets.
The journalists who pub
lished the Pentagon Papers
were never prosecuted. And
so far, the U.S. Government
has brought no such charges
against Assange - perhaps bpcause no such merit exists.
After The NewYorkTimes re
printed a portion of the leaked
documents, a reader asked Bill
Keller, the executive editor of
The New York Timek, how the
press can print state secrets.
He candidly answered: "Why
do we get to decide? And why

Heaven on Earth melting away
By Fen Montaigne
Los Angeles Times
MCT

On a November evening,
with the spring sun in
northern Antarctica slowly
setting about 11 p.m., the
view from the top of the
Marr Ice Piedmont - a gla
cier nearly 40 miles long by
20 miles wide - was all ice
and sky. Through the dustfree atmosphere, I gazed at
mountain peaks 120 miles
to the south, their summits
enveloped in rivers of ice
that dropped sharply to the
Southern Ocean. The sea it
self was frozen, its surface
studded with countless ice
bergs. The scene in front of
me, devoid of any sign of
man, glowed with a cool,
blue purity.
And as the mountains
that form the spine of the
900-mile Antarctic Pen
insula were lit with a pale
golden light, two thoughts
ran through my head: This
is as close to heaven as I'll
ever get on Earth, and if
all this ice starts to melt in
earnest, the world will be
a sorry place in which to
live.
The truth is, this ice
bound world has already
begun to waste away. In the
last 60 years, the north
western Antarctic Penin
sula has warmed faster
than virtually any place on
Earth. Winter temperatures
have soared by 11 degrees
Fahrenheit.
Year-round
temperatures have climbed
by 5 degrees Fahrenheit,
and ocean temperatures
are gradually rising. Ninety
percent of the region's gla
ciers are in retreat. Sea icp
now blankets the South
ern Ocean off the western
Antarctic Peninsula nearly
three months less a year

than in 1979.
If such profound changes
had come to our temper
ate zones over the last few
decades - if av erage winter
temperatures in New York
City had soared a dozen
degrees, if our oaks and
maples were being replaced
by palm trees, if sea levels
had risen half a dozen feet
- chances are the public
would not be so indifferent
to our warming world and
many politicians would not
be denying that the climate
is changing because of hu
man activity.
But the warming outside
of the poles and the world's
mountain ranges is more
subtle, and so we carry on
as if nothing is happening,
as if the stable climate that
has given rise to human
civilization was not in a
state of rapid flux.
The rate of change along
the Antarctic Peninsula is
shocking. Over the last few
years, I have spent a total of
six months at a 40-person
U.S. science base, Palmer
Station, on the western
Antarctic Peninsula.
On my first visit in 2004,
a gaping hole opened up in
a section of the retreating
Marr Ice Piedmont, con
necting two bays that prob
ably hadn't been linked for
thousands of years.
Scientists who have been
at Palmer since the mid-.
1970s have seen the Marr
glacier withdraw 1,500
feet behind the station.
The disappearing sea ice
has caused populations of
ice-dependent Adelie pen
guins near the station to
plummet from more than
30,000 breeding pairs in
1975 to roughly 5,000 pairs
today.
Why should we care?

First, although much has
rightly been made of warm
ing in the Arctic, the moth
er lode of ice on the planet
is Antarctica, where ice as
deep as three miles covers
a continent 11/2 times the
size of the United States.
The warming of the Ant
arctic Peninsula represents
the first breach in this
enormous, frozen citadel.
Already, rising air and sea
temperatures are nibbling
away at the Western Ant
arctic Ice Sheet, the loss of
which could boost global
sea levels by 16 to 20 feet.
And should we continue
to pour greenhouse gases
into the atmosphere, the
far larger ice sheets of east
ern Antarctica will begin to
melt. If you live anywhere
near the world's coastlines,
you don't want to contem
plate that eventuality.
But the melting of Ant
arctica's ice is disturbing
for another reason. The
presence of vast amounts
of ice at the poles and in
the mountains has been a
fixture of this planet since
the dawn of civilization.
Even as explorer Ernest
Shackleton's ship, Endur
ance, was trapped in the
ice of the Weddell Sea, the
men's fate uncertain, pho
tographer Frank Hurley
was overcome by the beau
ty of his surroundings.
"There were times," he
wrote, "when the sky was
a rainbow, flaming with
radiant mock suns, and
one's very heart and soul
cried out in rapture, 'These
things are not earthly. This
is heaven.'"

did we decide to publish these
articles and selectedcables? We
get to decide because America
is cursed with a free press."
It's the job of journalists to
hold the feetof government of
ficials to the fire - it's bedrock
of the free press. So too is us
ing editorial discretion when it
comes to publishing sensitive
information. In that, Assange
failed miserably. Whether he
will be brought to answer for
this oversight remains to be
seen.
We, the American people,
owe it to ourselves to think
subjectively. In channeling
public attention at ostraciz
ing Assange, we a re, in effect,
shooting the messenger. We
simply help our government
quietly bury its securityfailings
- presumably to Washington's
delight.
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Dec. 31: 2010 Hampton Inn & Suites Fall Finals Classic
Men's Basketball vs. Barton, 3 p.m.
Jan. 3: Women's Basketball vs. Flagler, 5:30 p.m.
Men's Basketball vs. Flagler, 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 8: Women's Basketball at USC Aiken, 5:30 p.m.
Men's Basketball at USC Aiken, 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 12: Women's Basketball at Augusta St., 5:30 p.m.
Men's Basketball at Augusta St., 7:30 p.m.

Dec. 14: Women's Basketball at Columbia, 7 p.m.
Dec. 17: 2010 Hampton Inn & Suites Fall Finals Classic
Women's Basketball vs. Mount Olive, 6 p.m.
Men's Basketball vs. Hiwassee, 8 p.m.
Dec. 18: 2010 Hampton Inn & Suites Fall Finals Classic
Women's Basketball vs. Anderson, 6 p.m.
Men's Basketball vs. Brewton Parker, 8 p.m.
Dec. 30: 2010 Hampton Inn & Suites Fall Finals Classic
Men's Basketball vs. St. Augustine's, 7:30 p.m.

Lady Pirates presented with NCAA Division II
2010 Championship rings
Lady Pirates team are
Kathleen
Henry, Sona
Novakova,
Gabriella
Kovacs, Martina Beckmann,
Tina Ronel, Alisa Kagukina
The AASU Lady Pirates and Alida Muller-Wehlau.
tennis team was awarded
The Lady Pirates and
their'
NCAA
Division Coach Earnshaw, along
II championship rings with President Bleicken
Saturday, Dec. 4,athalftime and Athletic Director Andy
during the men's basketball Carter were presented
game against Augusta State championship rings at a
in the Alumni Arena.
halftime ceremony.
On May 15 the Lady
Novakova, Ronel and
Pirates
defeated
BYU Beckmann could not attend,
Hawaii 5-1 to win their but will receive the rings at
third consecutive NCAA a later time.
Division II Championship.
Muller-Wehlau has been
It was the sixth national at AASU for the three
championship the Lady consecutive championships
Pirates have won under the and said that the third ring
direction of Coach Simon feels different from the first
Earnshaw.
one — the first ring, she
The
team
ranks. said, is always the best.
seventh in the amount
"The third was good
of championship wins in because there were so many
NCAA Division II history.
seniors and they wanted
The players on the 2010 a championship," Muller-

By Brittany Hodges
sports.inkwell@gmail.com

Wehlau said.
Beckmann, Kagukina and
Kovacs were all seniors last
season.
Henry, who was a
sophomore last season,
looks to have a repeat win
this year. She said that
her goal is to make it to
the championship and
win every year. They had
a lot of experience on the
team last year and no new
players, but this year they
have freshmen, she said.
"The season prepares us
for the end, which is the
main goal," Henry said.
Earnshaw also expects to
win every year. He said the
only difference in the team
is the new faces. The goal
always stays the same.
"We'll have a much
younger team," Earnshaw
said. "There are a few teams
with more experience, but
none experience winning,

President Bleiken awards championship rings to the women's tennis team for finishing first in the
Championships during the halftime of men's basketball game on Dec. 4.

so I think we have an
advantage there."
The Lady Pirates don't
return to' the court until
Feb. 4 in the Clemson

Winter Classic in Clemson,
S.C. They'll use the season
play to help them go for a
"four-peat." They know it
will take hard work, but

they look forward to it.
"It won't be easy,"
Earnshaw said. "It's never
easy."

No. 18Jaguars blister Pirates in Pirates leave Augusta State
75-57 victory
black and blue
Katie R. Balcom
Staff Reporter

The
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Keyshore Williams throws a monstrous dunk against Augusta State on Dec. 4.

Courtesy of Sports
Communications

No. 18-ranked Augusta
State University men's
basketball team hit 15 of
22 shots from the floor in
the first half to open up a
17-point halftime lead and
cruise to a 75-57 Peach Belt
Conference victory over
AASU on Saturday, Dec. 4,
in the Alumni Arena.
With the win, the Jaguars
(6-0, 1-0 PBC) remained
unbeaten for the season
and extended their current
streak over the Pirates (32, 0-1 PBC) to xo, dating
back to the 2006 Peach Belt
Conference tournament.
Both teams shot well
from the floor in the first
five minutes of the game.
The score was 11-all at the
15:09 mark, but Augusta
State outscored the Pirates
26-9 over the course of the
game to take a 37-20 lead
into intermission. George
Johnson hit 7 of 10 shots
from the floor, including 3
of 5 three pointers, leading

to a 19-point first half for
the Jaguars.
The Jaguars stretched
the second-half lead out
to 25, 63-36. AASU made
a 13-2 run at 9:33 to close
within 14, 65-51. The run
ended with a jumper by
junior Grant Domsic with
5:33 left on the clock.
Augusta State's Ty Beal
canned an open three on
the next possession to
stretch the lead back out
to 17 and stave off the
comeback attempt.
"They started choking
us out in the post, putting
pressure on our players
inside," AASU Head Coach
Jeremy Luther said. "Our
big men weren't able
to respond well. They
completely took us out of
our inside game."
Johnson finished the
evening with a game-high
23 points for the Jaguars,
while Frank Ndongo added
14 points. Augusta State
finished the game hitting
55.3 percent from the floor,
making 26 of 47 shots.
They also missed just one

Lady

Pirates

basketball team routed the
Augusta State Jaguars 77-73
in AASU's first conference
game of the season Dec. 4.
The Pirates and the
Jaguars went back and
forth the first half testing
each other's abilities on
the court. At halftime both
teams held strong at 36-all.
Sophomore
Jazmin
Walker finished the game
with 10 points for the Lady
Pirates. Walker boosted
the Pirates to 73-all with
less than two minutes left.
She helped her team out
tremendously by scraping
with the Jaguars to gain
control of the ball in the
last seconds of the game.
Teammates Brittany Reddy
and Mauri Wells dropped
additional baskets to seal
the victory for AASU.
"I'm working harder and
harder to be the best leader I
can be for my team," Walker
said. "I just want to be the
best point guard I can be for

my team and be able to do
the things they need me to
do to help us come out on
top at the end of the night."
Wells completed her
day with 13 points and 10
rebounds.
"As a whole I think our
team played together and
were really hyping each
other up," Long said. "It
was our first time we had to
rally as a team from behind
like that, and everyone was
involved - people on and
off the court."
AASU
finished
tight
play in the last seconds by
overcoming and clinching
the victory from the
Augusta State Jaguars 7773 on Saturday. The Lady
Pirates shot a season-high
49.1 percent from the floor,
hitting 27 of 55 shots.
The leading scorer for the
Lady Pirates was Arpine
Amirkhanyan. The senior
blazed the floor dropping
30 points with 11 rebounds.
Amirkhanyan scored the
most points for the Lady
Pirates since Lacey Willis
played for the team back in

2008.
"I just try to play hard for
40 minutes, and I'm trying
to make my last season my
best season," Amirkhanyan
said.
Junior
Brooke
Long
finished up the game with
13 points.
"The season has started
off a lot better than last
year," Long said. "You can
see that people this year
really have the drive to win
and want to do as much as
possible to get it done."
The Lady Pirates held on
to their untarnished record
at home with their win
over Augusta State. AASU
increases to a 4-2 overall
record and a 3-0 record
at Alumni Arena. Augusta
State returns home with 4-2
overall as well.
The Lady Pirates will
return to action on Tuesday,
Dec. 14, facing Columbia at
7 p.m.

free throw, hitting 17 of 18
shots from the stripe for
94.4 percent.
AASU
placed
three
players in double figures,
led by Domsic's 12 points.
Junior Chris Edwards
added 11 points and senior
Jesse Wheeler chipped in
10. The Pirates shot 40.4
percent from the floor with
23 of 57, but made just 5 of
24 shots from beyond the
arc.
"We have got to learn and
rebound from this game,"
Luther said. "There's a
lot of basketball left. Our
guys have to understand
that the level of play in
this conference is higher.
We need to learn that and
come back from this."
The Pirates break for
final exams but return to
action on Saturday, Dec.
17, hosting Hiwassee in the
2010 Hampton Inn & Suites
Fall Finals Classic at 8 p.m.
in the Alumni Arena.
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Arpine Amirkhanyan scored a career-high 30 points with 11 rebounds against Augusta State on Dec. 4.
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Student Rec Center plans for 2011
% Deja Adams

days a week, for $6o.
who register attend 30 or more
"Biggest Loser is always a group exercise classes over a
big event," said Megan Feasel, period of 12 weeks and receive
Students that missed any of AASU's assistant director for
a prize at the end of the semes
and events hosted Fitness and Wellness.
ter.
•
y he Student Recreation Cen"We usually have about 90
The Student Rec Center
Semester shouldn't
St
participants."
will a lso host several outdoor
erc
are already sev1 J
The trainers have flexible events in the spring to givestu
al fun and exciting events schedules, and each session is
dents an opportunity to social
planned for spring semester.
one hour long. Though the per ize off c ampus and enjoy the
Most of t he events held at the
sonal training is similar to the outdoors. Students can take a
Student Rec Center are open to
show, AASU's Biggest Loser spring bike ride on the .beach
alumni, so graduating seniors event is open to all students.
during the Tybee Bike Event as
are welcome.
"It's for anyone who wants well as row down the calm wa
The Biggest Loser, one of the to take advantage of training
ters of the Ogeechee River for
Student Rec. Centers's most
with a personal trainer," Feasel Canoe Day.
popular events, will return in said.
The Student Rec Center also
the spnng to provide students
Another popular program plans a trip to Oatland Island
with personal training. Stu returning to the Student Rec
dents can sign up to receive Center next semester is the for spring semester. Students
will visit the Oatland Island
four weeks of training, three Extreme Challenge. Students
Wildlife Center where they will

tfrr

expand their knowledge of the
local wildlife and explore the
nature trails.
"It's a fun, social nature
event," Feasel said.
For those interested in both
their own fitness and the fit
ness of others, there is an op
portunity to receive a YogaFit
certification, which allows a
person to instruct yoga. Regis
tration for the YogaFit certifi
cation workshop is online and
the class lasts two days.
To find out more informa
tion on YogaFit certification or
any other health and wellness
activities sponsored by the Stu
dent Recreation Center, con
tact Megan Feasel at
megan .feasel @ armstrong.
edu.
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Compiled by Brittany Hodges

AASU Sports Trivia

1. How many seasons has Coach Jeremy Luther been
at AASU?
2. What is the Pirate's men's basketball record so far
this season?
3. How did the men's basketball team finish up the
, 2009-10 season?
4. How many Pirates returned to the 2009-10 men's
basketball team?
5. How many appearances have the Pirates made in
the men's basketball PBC Championship game?
Check your answers at the bottom of the page.

On the horizon

Junior leads AASU basketball team by example
By Andrew Manning

Grant Domsic fell in love
with basketball at the early
age of 6. He started by
playing pickup games with
kids in his neighborhood, but
it was only the beginning.
Domsic later began playing
organized
basketball
in
recreation leagues and has
stuck to it.
Domsic played all three
of his school's major sports
in middle school: football,
basketball and baseball.
When
Domsic
entered
high school, he weighed
his options and stuck with
basketball.
"I felt that basketball
was the best way to get
a free education and to
continue to play basketball
competitively," Domsic said.
Domsic developed his
talent in high school, playing
four years at Oak Ridge High
School in Orlando, Fla. As a
junior, Dorhsic led hisschool's
team, the Wildcats, to the
3-A state tournament, the
largest division tournament
in Florida. Domsic averaged

15.2 points per game as
an upperclassman at Oak
Ridge.
Before coming to AASU
Domsic attended Newberry
College' where he played for
two seasons. As a freshman
Domsic played in 28 games.
Domsic made the South
Atlantic Conference AllFreshman Team, averaging
10.5 points and 2.2 rebounds
per game, scoring in double
digits in 17 games and hitting
.356 from behind the arc.
As a sophomore, at
Newberry, Domsic averaged
10.1 points pSr game, hitting
.420 from the three-point
line and ranking him fourth
in the SAC. When Newberry's
head coach, Jeremy Luther,
got a job at AASU, a few of
his players decided to come
tag along.
"We wanted to stick with
coach and keep the team
together," Domsic said.
However, Domsic was
red-shirted for the 2009-10
season at AASU.
"It hurt to see the team lose,
and there was nothing I could
do about it, but it helped me
out tremendously," Domsic

Men's Basketball:
Dec. 17

said. "I learned how teams
worked in the Peach Belt
Conference and focused on
getting better personally. I
focused on the weight room,
staying in shape and helping
my team any way possible
without actually playing."
Domsic claims to lead the
AASU men's basketball team
by example.
"Most people consider me
a quiet person when first
meeting me, but when it
comes to basketball I allow
my actions to speak for me.
Leading is done by example,
not speaking," Domsic said.
This season the AASU
men's basketball team has
only a 3-2 start, but hopes
are high for Domsic and his
teammates.
"Our goal is to win the
regular season, clinch the
PBC title and hope to get a bid
to the national tournament,"
Domsic said. "The Peach Belt
is considered the toughest
D-II conference in thenation,
and if we win it recognition
will come our way. The
players and coaches on the
team definitely think this is
very attainable. We just have

to go out and perform."
Domsic considers
his
strength on the court to be
his shooting, defending and
his hustle mentality. Domsic
prides himself on his hustle
attitude, and is willing to
do whatever it takes to help
the team from game to
game, whether rebounding,
shooting, or working on
creating and preventing
turnovers.
Domsic offered advice for
incoming students. "Stick
with your dream, keep
working," he said. "A1lot of
people are trying to do the
same thing you are, and
you have to work that much
harder. Put in the work
necessary, and you will be as
successful as you want."
Domsic said that he owes
all his success to his parents
and sister.
"They have been with
me throughout my entire
competitive
basketball
career," he said. "Rather I
have a good game or bad,
they are at my side." "They
always believed in me no
matter the circumstance.
They provided me with a way

vs. Hiwassee
Nov. 21

Photo courtesy of
Sports Communications
Grant Domsic traveled to AASU with
Coach Jeremy Luther from Newber
ry College.

to be successful, and I thank
them for everything they
have done for me."
He also thanks his coach for
always supporting the team,,
no matter the circumstance.
After graduating, Domsic
plans on coaching.
"I want to develop young
athletes, and help them
prosper as I was helped as a
kid," he said. "I want to help
these young kids accomplish
their dreams and show them
it is possible to reach their
dreams."

Auburn wins SEC championship
By Mike Szvetitz
Opelika-Auburn News, Ala.
MCT

Rewriting history

Travis Williams had a mes
sage for Auburn's defense
just prior to Saturday's. SEC
Championship Game.
"Change history," he told
them. "Get there."
And the Tigers did, beating
South Carolina to earn a berth
in the BCS Championship
Game on Jan. 10 in Glendale,
Ariz., against Oregon,
It was something Williams,
who played linebacker on
Auburn's undefeated 2004
squad, and his teammates
never got a chance to do, de
spite winning every game
they played.
"Before we went out, I
talked to the defense, and
I just told them, Man, we
did everything we could. We
won every game. We played
hard. Everything. And we just
didn't make it in, said Williams, who is now an Auburn
graduate assistant. "So I told

them today, 'Just come out we'd rather have done in '04
and play like champions.'"
anyway."
Williams said he serves as
the messenger between this
Record setters
year's team and 2004's 13-0
squad.
Auburn's 56-17 win didn't
"Everybody that played (in just set the Tigers on a jour
'04) calls me, because I can ney to the BCS title game. It
talk directly to the players," also set or tied a handful of
Williams said. "And they are SEC Championship Game re
so proud of the guys. They're cords. Eight in all.
living through this team."
As a team, Auburn set re
And it's not just those play cords for most points (56),
ers. It everyone else who's touchdowns (eight), total
ever played at Auburn, ac yards (589) and yards per
cording to former Auburn play (8.29).
head coach Pat Dye.
Cam Newton set an individ
"We all had these dreams ual record for yards per play
back in the '80s," Dye said (9.7), and tied Florida quar
just moments after the game, terback Danny Wuerffel's re
"but this football team made cord for most touchdowns re
them come true tonight."
sponsible for with six. Newton
Now, Auburn will get a also posted the second-most
chance to play for the very total yards in the champion
thing that eluded it six years ship game with 408, just 23
ago.
yards shy of Auburn QB Ja
"You know, in our mind, son Campbell's 2004 record
that '04 team is a champion of 431.
ship team anyway," Auburn
Darvin Adams set an in
Athletics Director Jay Jacobs dividual record for receiving
said. "So we can count that yards (217) and tied for sec
one as well. But now, at least, ond-most touchdown catches
we get a chance to play for with two. .
it on the field, which is what
And not to be outdone, Wes

Weekly Sports Recap

w

Pirates' Plunde

Byrum set an SEC title game
record with eight extra points
attempted and made.
Auburn also set a record
for fastest score in conference
championship game history,
as Onterio McCalebb's 12yard pass from Newton came
just 1 minute and 40 seconds
into the first quarter.
Heisman shoo-in?

Newton, by all accounts,
wrapped up the Heisman
Trophy with his 408-yard,
six-touchdown performance
Saturday.
When asked about it, the
quarterback said he wasn't
sure.
"Well, Idon't know. I'llleave
that up to the voters," Newton
said. "I really don't like to talk
about any individual awards
with me, because without that
team, without the coaching
staff having faith in me, trust
in me to make the plays, with
out those guys, I wouldn't be
where I am right now.
"So I'm going to leave that
up to the voters, and we just
wait and see what happens."

By Brittany Hodges

Men's Basketball:

Women's Basketball:

Soccer:

sporttinkwcii@Bmaii.com

Dec. 4 vs. Augusta St, L
75-57

Dec. 4 vs. Augusta St. W
77-73
Arpine Amirkhanyan
named PBC women's
basketball Player of the
week.

Finished ranked No. 11 in the
NSCAA/Hendrickcars.com
Division II Top 25 2010 poll.

at Brewton Parker
Dec. 30

vs. St. Augustine's
Dec. 31

vs. Barton

Women's Basketball:
Heisman votes had to be in
by 4 p.m. Dec. 6.
On Dec. 4, Newton became
just the second player in FBS
histoly to throw for 20 touch
downs and rush for 20 scores
in a season. And that was first
done by Newton's teammate
while he was at Florida, Tim
Tebow.

Dec. 14
• UMBIA C cy

vt,TIN<s

at Columbia
Dec. 17

What a season...

Auburn's win Saturday gave
it 13 for the season, tying the
school record for most wins in
a year with the 2004 team.
The Tigers, of course, have
a chance to break that record
in the BCS Championship
Game next month.
Six out of those 13 wins this
year have come against top-25
ranked teams, the highest out
of any team in the country.
This is also the sixth game
that Auburn's scored 50 or
more points, bringing its sea
son point total to 555, also
a school record. The Tigers
have won 65 consecutive
games when scoring 30 or
more points.

vs. Mount Olive
Dec. 18

TROJANS

vs. Anderson

AASU Sports Trivia Answers
1. Coach Luther enters his second year as head coach
of the Pirates basketball team.
2. The Pirates are 3-2 and return to action on Dec. 17
in Alumni Arena.
3. The Pirates finished up the 2009-10 season 12-16.
4. Seven players returned from the 2009-10 team, 6
of whom sat out last season.
5. The AASU men's basketball team has made four
appearances in the PBC Championship.
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Holiday comedy adaptation flips the script
A Christmas Story' performed at Muse Arts Warehouse
By Eric Roberts
Staff Reporter

The film version of "A
Christmas Story" has grown
to become a staple of most
American winter holidays
since its rocky 1983 debut.
Since 1997, at least one
television channel has main
tained a 24-hour marathon
of the film dusing Christ
mas Eve and Christmas Day,
leading the movie to mass
renown. With rave ratings
from the movie marathon
and critical success from the
original short stories by au
thor Jean Shepherd, Philip
Grecian adapted a critically
successful theatrical pro
duction.
"A Christmas Story'.' fol
lows a young northern In
diana boy, Ralphie Parker,
in the holiday season of the
late 1940s. An older Ralphie
narrates- as the audience
witnesses the story of his
younget self. The younger
Ralphie deals with a terrifyingly normal family, a
relentless school bully and,
most prominently, a desper
ate craving for the legendary
Red Ryder BB Gun and all of
its various features.
Keeping up the tradition

of holiday season produc
tions, Savannah's Odd Lot
Improv Comedy Troupe, in
conjunction with the Muse
Arts Warehouse, is running
Philip Grecian's adaptation
for the holidays.
JinHi Soucy Rand, man
ager of t he Muse Arts Ware
house and local theatrical di
rector, is directing the play.
"The film is something
that's become something
of a holiday tradition for a
couple of generations," she
said. "It's got a nice twist on
the holiday, and it isn't just
nicey-nice like the other tra
ditional holiday plays. We
really wanted to add some
comedy and have a kind
of special look at our holi
days."
While the story is de
rived from Grecian's script,
The Odd Lot h as done a lot
to make this production
unique.
The Odd Lot's perfor
mance carries with it a very
minimalistic, intimate qual
ity, much like their previous
adaption of "Dr. Horrible's
Sing-Along Blog,'" where the
cast works in and around a
single set, keeping the scen
ery within the audience's
imagination for the most

part.
In addition to the set re
design, the troupe majorly
revised some of the char
acters', actions and interac
tions, most notably Ralphie.
In other productions, the
young Ralphie and the nar
rating Ralphie were two sep
arate entities.
In this latest production,
The Odd Lot has combined
the two, making the narra
tor a more involved, tangible
character. <
To keep a visual consisten
cy, the show casts all of its
child characters accordingly
as adults, which on its own
leads to several novel comedic moments.
There's a little something
new for everyone to appreci
ate in this production of "A
Christmas Story." Audience
members that haven't seen
Grecian's script in action will
have loads of new content to
experience. The fans of the
play will have a chance to see
a new artistic interpretation
for the very first time, and
everyone, fan or not, will get
to experience a little slice of
holiday nostalgia.
The show will run through
Dec. 11 with a $10 cover
charge.

This month
at the Muse:

In addition to "A
Christmas Story,"
the Odd Lot Comedy
Troupe is slated for
two more acts at the
Muse Arts Warehouse
at 703 Louisville Rd.
"It's an ODDerful LifeDec. 6 at 8 p.m.
A $5 donation
is suggested.

Ed Suba Jr./Akron Beacon Journal/MCT
The famous leg .lamp that was used in the filming of "A Christmas Story"
stands in t he window of the living room of the house on W. 11th St. in C leve
land, Ohio.

"ODD Christmas Carol"
Dec. 13 at 8 p.m.
A $5 donation
is suggested.

'Deathly Hallows' casts lukewarm spell
Part 1 of 'Harry Potter' finale denies feeling of dread
By Eric Roberts
Staff Reporter

Part l of "Harry Pot
ter and the Deathly Hal
lows" is a cinematic event
that droves of young and
old alike have anticipated
since the first "Harry Pot
ter" film's release nearly a
decade ago.
"Harry Potter" is a story
of magic and intrigue that
all began with a vicious
and mysterious murder of
two great wizards and the
orphaning of their son,
Harry Potter.
After growing up in an
abusive, non-magic house
hold, Harry returned to the
magical world and went to
Hogwarts School of Witch
craft and Wizardry where
for the next seven years he
would learn various magi
cal arts.
In Each of his seven years,
Potter and his friends were
thrown into complex and
perilous mysteries, all se
cretly tied to a large-scale
plan to bring back the reign
of Voldemort, the great
dark wizard that was origi
nally responsible for the
murder of Harry's parents.
"Deathly Hallows" marks
the final year of Harry's
bout in Hogwarts and con
sequently the last story in
the series. The previous
episode, "The Half-Blood
Prince," immediately pre
cedes the current story.
In the last installment,
Harry and crew faced the
assassination of the Hog
warts headmaster, and ar
guably the most powerful
living good wizard, Albus
Dumbledore, at the hands
of once-trusted Hogwarts
professor, Severus Snape.
Now, distressed by the
murder of his dear friend
and noting the rise in
dangerous acts of blatant
dark magic, Harry and his

Jaap Buitendijk/Courtesy Warner Bros./MCT
Above: Daniel Radciiffe as Harry Potter and Emma Watson as Hermione Granger star in Warner Bros.' fan
tasy adventure, "Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows - Part 1."
Right: A Mark Hoffer illustration of Harry Potter searches by the light from his magic wand in eerie setting.

friends find themselves
ending the story by follow
ing
Dumbledore's foot
steps, uncovering and de
stroying the devices that
hold the key to Voldemort's
final, cataclysmic return.
The story of "Deathly
Hallows" revolves around
the three classic heroes
of the saga, Harry (Dan
iel Radciiffe), Hermione
Granger (Emma Watson)
and Ron Weasley (Rupert
Grint), as they delve into a
war in the wizarding world
during what would nor
mally be their final year at
Hogwarts.
Everything the trio has
grown to love about the
world of magic is fall
ing apart. The Ministry of
Magic is being overthrown
by the Voldemort's legion,
and dark forces are taking
out the great wizards of the
nation one by one.
A disquieting pure-blood
revolution is restarting,
leading to the hunting and
extermination of non-pureblood wizards by roaming
bands of "Snatchers."

The entire setup is quite
blatantly compared in vi. su al style and substance to
Nazi Germany.
Instead of following di
rectly behind the main trio,
this film splits itself into
two very distinct narrative
perspectives: the trio, and
the villains.
In the villain-centered
narrative, the story follows
Voldemort as he amasses a
great army of dark witch
es and wizards for world
domination, and even
more importantly, for the
assassination of Harry, his
archenemy.
Harry and friends, on the
other hand, steal away into
the wilderness of Europe,
in order to find and an
nihilate Voldemort's horcruxes, which hold pieces
of his soul, much like The
One" Ring in the "Lord of
the Rings" trilogy.
Between the split-narra
tive, the brooding politi
cal revolution, the purist
genocide and the constant
threat of hero-assassina
tion, this story should ab
i

solutely bleed tension and
emotion, and for a short
few beats it does. On the
large scale, however, the
movie's presentation de
nies this feeling of dread at
almost every turn.
"Deathly Hallows" de
parts from the fantastical
levity and dream-like qual
ity of the wizarding world
that fans have come to love
over the years in favor of a
more dreary, realistic view
of the occurrences. On its
own that isn't a problem,
but the film lacks a certain
tension necessary to keep
an audience engaged.
In an attempt to stuff ev
ery crucial bit of informa
tion from the books into
two movies, the production
crew unwittingly produced
a film that lacks that famil
iar "Harry Potter" feeling
of adventure and zest.
In plot scenes, the sto
ry moves too .quickly and
clinically to successfully
impart tension, and in the
emotional scenes the pac
ing takes a screeching halt
in favor of long bouts of

Fort Worth Star-Telegram/MCT

staring and silence, which'
feel incredibly jarring.
This isn't to say that
"Deathly Hallows" is a bad
movie. It's actually quite
decent.
The action, when it
comes, is exciting and well
laid out. The return of fa
miliar characters is heart
warming and endearing.
The phenomenal set design
makes "Deathly Hallows"
arguably the most beauti
ful movie of the series so
far.
Believe me, this movie is
worth seeing for many rea
sons. It's a shame that the
first part, of the last install
ment on what is arguably
this generation's defining
series isn't, pardon the
pun, wholly spellbinding.
All things considered,
one thing is certain: fans
of the series will fall in love
with the movies again -and
for the others who aren't

confused by the encyclo
pedic exposition from the
previous books and films,
"Deathly Hallows" will be
worthwhile experience.
'The movie begs to be
completed in the heartbreakingly final chapter
that hits theaters next
July.

•• •

3 out of 5 stars
A Warner Bros. Pictures
production
Directed by David Yates
Starring Daniel Radciiffe,
Emma Watson and Rupert
Grint
Rated PG-13 for some se
quences of intense action
violence, frightening images
and brief sensuality.
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Assassin's Creed' sequel slaughters skepticism
New Ubisoft game proves impressive despite rushed development
By Mike Choromanski
layout.ink\velI(5slnailcorn

inspired as those of previous
installments.
Also disappointing is that
the gameplay, while excellent,
feels like "Assassin's Creed II"
Ubisoft a French video
recycled. Players have a few
game publisher and develop
new abilities but nothing out
er, met skeptical reception for
standing.
An ex ample is how
its decision to release "Assas
players
can
now assassinate
sins Creed: Brotherhood," the
guards
from
horseback.
How
next major installment in their
ever,
horses
are
so
slow
that
'Assassin's Creed" series, only
they
are
almost
useless.
a year after its predecessor,
While "Assassin's Creed" as
Assassin's Creed II." Many
a
series
is famous for it's con
skeptics are now eating their
fusing
cliffhanger
endings, the
words after playing "Brother
ending to "Brotherhood" is by
hood."
far the worst yet.
1 he game,, released exactly
To use an obscure butperfect
one year after "Assassin's
analogy,
"Assassin's Creed:
Creed II" on Nov. 16, contin 
Brotherhood"
is to "Assassin's
.
;
v
.
—
c
ues the story of Ezio Auditore
" ..A"'
Creed
II"
what
"The Legend
da Firenze, now a master as
^
,
of
Zelda:
Majora's
Mask" is to
sassin. Ezio is the leader of
"The
Legend
of
Zelda:
Ocarina
the Assassin Brotherhood, a
of
Time."
-L
-: secret organization involved
On it's own merit, "Brother
with an ongoing war through "Assassin's Creed: Brotherhood" refines the series' existing mechanics and features much improved combat. It's a thrilling follow-up for series faithful, but new reauits
hood"
is a spectacular game
should
start
with
the
earlier
games.
out history with the Knights
with a decent plot and a great
Templar.
hood" offers gamers a breath a man by stabbing him in the can easily overcome the low game types include protecting deal of susp ense, but it is it's
Like "Assassin's Creed II," taking, free-roaming experi abdomen and shooting him ered challenge level with the
certain individuals or reaching own worst enemy, since it just
the game takes place in Italy ence with lots of b ad guys to in the face at the same time improved combat engine and
various goals.Though not per seems like a rehash of it's criti
during the turn of the 16th fight, mysteries to solve and is nothing short of jaw-dr op- the abundance of available
fect, the multiplayer system is cally acclaimed predecessor.
centuiy. Ezio must liberate treasures to find. Climbing the ping.
weapons.
a different creature than most
Rome from the corrupt and Roman Coliseum can tickle
Like the game's namesake,
Perhaps the biggest change gamers are used to, but can
tyrannical Borgia family while the fancy of h ardcore history players also now have the abil that "Brotherhood" has to of
prove to be veiy fun with pa i f i f i f if
simultaneously rebuilding the buffs. Combat is also vastly im ity to recruit apprentice as fer is online multiplayer capa tience.
4 out of 5 stars
Assassin Brotherhood. While proved, allowing Ezio to pull sassins into the brotherhood. bility. However, players must
Rated M for Mature by
Also s urprising is that de
the core of the game follows off chain attacks and slaugh Assassin recruits can be called be smart and sneaky to earn spite how quickly Ubisoft was the ESRB for blood, sexual
Ezio's stoiy in Renaissance ter waves of foes with ease - upon at any time toeither help the most points, unlike most able to complete the game, themes, strong language and
Italy, the present-day story something the earlier games out in a fight,or stealthily take multiplayer juggernauts. The "Brotherhood" has a lot of violence
involving Desmond Miles, had problems doing.Although out an enemy. Recruitsmaybe idea is to hunt down other depth and is as nearly as long
Developed and published
Ezio's descendant, also moves fighting still revolves a round cool, but Ezio's assassin broth players and assassinate them as its predecessor. However, by Ubisoft
forward.
relatively unskilled button ers and sisters are an aesthetic with surgical precision while the game moves a little slow
Available on Xbox 360,
"Assassin's Creed: Brother mashing, watching Ezio kill touch at best, for the gamers avoiding detection. Other er. The plot is not quite as Playstation 3 and PC

'Gran Turismo 5'keeps pace with precedent
By Shawn Evans
Staff Reporter

Whether you're a car en
thusiast or a video game
enthusiast, there's a good
chance you've heard of the
"Gran Turismo" racing se
ries.
First launched in 1997, the
series has grown into one of
the most well known racing
game franchises. The games'
motto, "The Real Driving
Simulator," basically spells
out the goal set by Japanese
developers Polyphony Digi
tal.
The main attraction of t he
"Gran Turismo" series is its
stunning realism. This is a
precedent set that is not by
its graphics, though they're
some of the best in the busi
ness. It is set by its accurate
depiction of racing physics
and overwhelming number
of incredibly detailed vehi
cles. Thankfully, the most re
cent installment of the series
"GT5" delivers exactly what
long-time fans of the series
expect and more.

2004 Lotus Elise I11R preparing for a turn on an original GT circuit, in a game that severely punishes bad driving.

This Playstation 3 exclu
sive offers a myriad of op
tions to keep players occu
pied for some time. The bulk
of the game takes place in
"GT Life" m ode, in which a
player works his or her way
to the top of the racing world
by purchasing various cars,
winning races and complet
ing multiple trials. The chal
lenge level ranges from sim

ple to frustratingly difficult,
which may be a turn-off for
the casual crowd, but this is
a simulator, and racing isn't
easy.
Players can acquire over
1,000 vehicles and custom
ize them, paint them or even
take professional style pic
tures of them at several beau
tiful real-life locations in the
"Photo Travel" sub-mode.

Most of the customization
takes place under the hood,
which is a great thing if
you're a gear-head. However,
the lack of aesthetic options
will n ot please most players.
Still, the presence of aero
kits, wings, wheels, hoods
and beautiful paint jobs
should be enough to get that
personal feel. The online play
allows as many as 16 racers

to race with little lag.
Hosts create lobbies with
a set of race parameters to
create unique experiences.
Online lobbies also include
a "free drive" mode that alparticipnn'ts to b'ecome
familiarized with tracks or
just mess around before the
race starts.
Unfortunately,
inviting
friends to a lobby is tedious,
requiring a very long number
that your friend must enter
in order to find your lobby.
However, a very fresh take
on social networking is built
into "GT5."
Each player can interact
with friends through mes
sage boards, race lounges,
gift-giving or photo sharing.
Though it seems likp a trivial
function, when used prop
erly it adds a ton of depth to
the online community of the
game.
The graphics are, for the
most part, beautiful. Each car
is accurately represented and
the tracks look almost exact
ly like their real-life counter
parts, down to the tire marks.
However, many of the shad

ows in the game appear jag
ged and ugly, a problem that
the company plans to solve
with patches.
Finally, the physics are
perfect. This game is as close
as you'll get to piloting a mil
lion-dollar supercar. The cars
jerk and react to every bump
in the road or patch of s and
you barrel over.
Every-turn needs to be tak
en carefully, otherwise the
car will get turned around in
a grassy field while the me
thodical AI cars surpass you.
For a goofy arcade-style
racer where braking hardly
exists, and every car feels the
same, look for the new "Need
for Speed" game.
This game gives a deep,
personal racing experience
that can't be found anywhere
else.

i f i f if •
4.5 out of 5 stars
Rated E for Everyone by
the ESRB
Developed by Polyphony
Digital
Published by Sony Com
puter Entertainment

Tyler Perry successfully segues into drama genre
By Brandy Davis

"For Colored Girls" re
sponds to concerns about
whether
Tyler
Perry's
slap-stick comedy mantra
could overshadow Ntozake
Shange's raw account of
women of color in the i970sPerry rose to the challenge.
The film confirmed his di
recting versatility by fluidly
mediating between his style
and the play. Perry managed
to reconcile Shange s emo
tional poetry to life in 2010.
Shange's 1975 choreopoem, "for colored girls who
have considered suicide /
when the rainbow is enut,
features seven nameless
black women, known only
by the color of their dresses:
red, blue, orange, purple,
green, yellow and brown.
Ironically,
s all-star
Perry

cast of women is far from be
ing nameless. Janet Jackson

("Poetic Justice") plays the
Lady in Red, a wealthy mag
azine executive. After work
ing her way up from noth
ing, she struggles with her
husband's insecurities and
the possibility of infidelities.
Her assistant, Crystal,
played by Kimberly Elise
("John Q"), portrays the
Lady in Brown, an abused
mother of two who takes
beating after beating from
her alcoholic husband with
post-traumatic sress dis
order. Debatably the most
emotionally graphic
of
Shange's characters, Elise
brings compassion and com
plexity to a role that is hard
to bear at many times.
In Shange's introduction
to the revision of t he poem,
she described the impor
tance of t his story. She said
the book is one of the first
works of modern literature
to give spousal abuse and its
potentially dire consequenc

es a heroine's voice and vi
sion.
Perry's tactful directing
brings these stories to life.
When Anika Noni Rose's
("Dreamgirls")
character
is raped, Perry cuts from
the clock showing 8:25 to
Jo watching a tragic opera
scene. With the music con
tinuing in the background,
he cuts back and forth from
the rape to the opera before
the clock changes to 8:26.
Thankfully Perry's comedic
relief is scattered through
out the film. Juanita, played
by Loretta Devine ("Death at
a Funeral") is a bubbly, out
spoken, funny lady who runs
a woman's health clinic. Her
boyfriend, who cannot com
mit, constantly moves in and
out of h er life. Although it's
heartbreaking, she jokingly
acknowledges that when
she thinks he's left again,
she opens the drawers and
checks the closets to find out

for sure.
Perry's screenplay keeps
extremely close to the po
ems, though he uses original
lines throughout. Each char
acter recites blocks of po
etry, and at times the tech
nique can catch the viewer
off guard. For example,
Whoopi Goldberg and her
daughter, played by Thand
ie Newton ("The Pursuit of
Happyness"), layer their
monologues on top of each
other.
On the other hand, when
the Lady in Purple recites
a poem on illegal abortion
from her hospital bed, the
theater itself becomes as
cold and lifeless as the chill
ing imagery.
Although keeping true to
the source while making a
great production was one
of Perry's main challenges,
overall he succeeded.

Photo courtesy of Jose M. Osorio/Chicago Tribune/MCT
Actress Thandie Newton plays Tangie, one of the main characters in
"For Colored Girls," playing in theaters now.

if if if •
4 out of 5 stars
34th Street Films/FCG
Productions/ Lionsgate
Directed by Tyler Perry
Starring Janet Jackson,

Whoopi Goldberg and Ani
ka Noni Rose
Rated R for some dis
turbing violence including
a rape, sexual content and
language

Page 10 |

Ihe BackPage

The Inkwell

Weekof December 9,2010

Students treated to after-hours meal, midnight movie
III

Photos by Andrea Cervone
After breakfast, students sit and lay in t he Student Union Ballroom and watch a midnight showing of the movie "Elf."

Student Cassandra Grant works on a Christmas card at the late-night
breakfast on Dec. 6.

Volunteers diligently prepare a late-night breakfast for the long line of students in the Galley on Dec. 6.

Students enjoy a break from studying and indulge in a free late-night breakfast in the Galley on Dec. 6.

TOMS shoes raise awareness
By Andrea Cervone
photo.inkwell@gmail.com

TOMS, sparked his entrepre
neurial career in 1997 with
a laundry service for college
"Most of us, as much as we students. After creating a few
might wish to think of our marketing and media com
selves as doing so, just don't panies, Mycoskie took time
think about what a privilege out in 2004 to team up with
it is to have easy access to his sister Paige and compete
shoes, or about how many on the CBS show "The Amaz
people don't," AASU student ing Race."
Megan Garrison said.
After the show Mycoskie
Imagine living in an im decided to revisit some of
poverished country where the places it took him, and
shoes are seen as a non-es in 2006 he made it back to
sential priority. Now imagine Argentina. There he met aid
that walking is the only form workers who distribute shoes
of transportation to get to the to the needy. The shoes heex
necessities of life, and the ter amined were aged and over
rain is rough, contaminated sized, but it sparked the idea
soil that can cause diseases to create a company to help
and infections.
combat this shoelessness.
Thousands of children go
Mycoskie began with $500,
without shoes in undevel 250 prototypes and the idea
oped areas of countries like of a One for One company
Argentina, and it can pro named after the concept of
foundly affect their health shoes for "tom-orrow." As of
and quality of life.
September 2010, TOMS h as
TOMS Shoes, founded in given away over one million
2006 by 34-year-old' Blake pairs of sh oes to children in
Mycoskie, is helping end need.
this ever-growing problem.
"I think that One for One
TOMS operates under a One is an awesome idea. It raises
for One model of doing busi awareness of the fact that
ness - for every pair of shoes having something like shoes
sold, the company gives a is something we can eas
pair away to a child in need.
ily take for granted. I know I
Mycoskie, now the presi don't think about being shoe
dent and "chief shoegiver" of less all day," Garrison said.

"I have heard a lot of nega
tive comment like 'they are'
ugly' or something like 'only
hipster jerks wear those,'
but being negative about it
is looking past the point of
purchasing the shoe. They
may not be to some people's
tastes — but I like them, for
the intention and just in gen
eral."
"It's really good that they
are raising awareness of t he
importance of shoes, espe
cially in under-developed
countries," student Evan
Dixon said. "I really like their
buy-a-pair, get-a-pair mes
sage."
Whether for the message
or simply for the fashion,
consumers continue to pur
chase TOMS, and Mycoskie's
campaign continues to grow.
On Apr. 5, 2011 TOMS will
host an international event,
"One Day Without Shoes," in
an attempt to help raise fur
ther awareness of the impact
of th e shoes. Last year more
than 250,000 people went
without shoes.
For more information
about the One for One move
ment, or to check out the dif
ferent styles of shoes avail
able, go to toms.com.
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